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sent Government, and the All Brothers and their co-accused were
not the only persons to approve of the Karachi Resolution. The
others will sign the Manifesto, if the Government will graciously
honour the signatories with arrest and imprisonment.
CONGRESS FINANCE
I have seen criticism in the Press regarding the collection and
the administration of the Tilak Memorial Swaraj Fund. The pub-
lic have certainly the right to know all about the Fund and other
Congress collections. In my opinion the Congress finance has
never been in a more satisfactory condition. It will be possible
to speak with greater definiteness, when Mr. Sopariwala who has
been appointed all-India auditor has inspected all the 'Congress
branches and reported upon their condition. The announcement
made on the 1st of July as to the collections stands.1 There was a
mistake made by me in reading Mr. Das* wire. My reading was,
that fifteen lakhs were collected and ten more were as good as col-
lected. I learnt on meeting him, that fifteen lakhs were definitely
promised, and he expected to bring up the figure to twenty-five
lakhs. When I was last in Calcutta, Mr. Das had not succeeded
in collecting fifteen lakhs that were definitely promised, but he
certainly expected to collect that and the additional ten lakhs.
In any case the crore was assured without the ten lakhs. The
figures for all the other provinces were an understatement. Most
of the monies have certainly been collected. Some debts are still
outstanding. Every province knows its finance. The accounts
are kept by each province and they are open to the inspection of
every member. In some provinces, I know, the accounts are pub-
lished periodically and are also audited by local auditors. Most
branches have prepared their budgets and are spending according
to the budgets sanctioned. It is possible that some provinces have
spent more extravagantly than others, it is equally possible that
ifc every province extravagance in some department or other
may be proved by an outsider. But I do know that in the majo-
rity of cases monies have been and are being spent with the know-
ledge and sanction of the members of provincial bodies. In every
province, in so far as I am aware, the chairmen are men of highest
probity. In Messrs Jamnalal Bajaj and Umar Sobani the All-India
Congress Committe has treasurers who command universal respect,
and in Messrs Nehru and Ansari and Rajagopalachari it has secre-
taries whom it will be difficult to surpass in ability, industry or
l Vide Vol. XX.